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ife is sweet when you can be outside, king up the sun's

rays. Take full advantage of your outdoor land this

summer and make effective use of vour outdoor space. Here
are some new ideas for 2011,

Sit back and enjoy the view
A row of Adirondack chair: -"{'ihg Y
‘ah, life on the
ple
aking away from ever-popular
outdoor rooms and creating simpler
spaces that make the most of the setting,
Sarah Kinbar, of g« i
com and former editor-in-chief of C
den Design, “The trend [ am seeing in
outdoor rooms is the ‘outdoor un-room,”™
she explains. “Highly-structured outdoor
rooms have been popular for the past 10
are turning a corner and

portable seating areas with unfettered

views are the new big thing.”

This appr
mamenance

a hammock near a tree; or two chaise lounges or a patio table at
a particularly pretty spot in your vard. "There are no hedges or
other garden elements between you and nature, Its just you, your
seat, and the view”

Firepits are hot—yes, pun intended—and they come in all shapes
and sizes, including the one on pages 16 and 17, made by Wadena,
Minn.-based Homecrest, Patio furniture remains a staple of outdoor
living too, including the table and chairs pictured below, alsa made
by Homecrest. Visit Homecrest.com for more information,

Phato courtesy: Homecrest




Think GIY—Grow-it-Yourself

There's nothing quite like snipping a sprig
of rosemary to season your grilled chicken
and serving it alon
cherry tomatoes, romaine, and basil that you

ad of carrots,

grew in your own garden plot. This may be as
simple as some potted herbs on the deck or a
more elaborate garden in the yard

"Edible gardening is huge now,” Kinbar
says. "People love growing their own grub,
but it takes a lot of work. There's no easy
way to grow vegetables — daily attention is
required, and people are willing to make that
investment.”

Interestingly, the comhbination of this focus
on edible gardens and our busy lives means
less time for other parts of the garden. “That
time spent in the veggie garden takes away
from other gardening activities, so there is

more open-mindedness about low-mainte-
nance outdoor living,” Kinbar says.

Go natural

Earthy is all the rage. Kinbar points out
that bird, flower, and other nature-inspired
images are popular on clothes, textiles, and a
huge range of products.

And, Shar Seter, design director of
Homecrest Outdoor Living, the Wadena,
Minn-based patio furniture manufacturer,
points to neutrals as a base for pops of color
such as gre
“For 2011, warm grays are the new neutral,”

Hews the consumer to

w "Soft g
place vibrant colors or subtle colors on seat-
ing pieces that match their personality”

Durable, all-weather fabrics that can hold
up outdoors remain popular, but every year

, yellows, oranges, and purples.

Earthy, natural colors are popular for a variety of
products, including these pillows from the Perennials
collection fabrics by Restoration Hardware.

Fhoto courtesy: Restoration Hardwaoe




